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Suggested  Use:  Background  Information, 

For  many  years  binder  twine,  rope  and  other  products  have  "been  made  from  hard 
fibers  Icnown  as  manila,  sisa.1  and  henequen,  and  in  a  world  of  peace  there  are 
plenty  of  these  fibers  to  meet  all  demands. 

The  Japanese  brought  the  wa.r  close  to  the  farmers  when  early  in  1942  they  captured 
the  Philippine  Islands  and  the  Dutch  3ast  Indies,  and  absolutely  cut  off  our 
largest  sources  of  supply  for  manila.    Japanese  conquests  also  limited  substantial* 
ly  the  ava-ilable  sources  for  sisal. 


Back  in  1942  there  were  stocks  of  fibers  on  hand,  hence  the  binder  twine  used  in 
that  year  vcis  made  from  the  customary  types  of  fibers.     During  the  same  year, 
however,  these  supplies  of  fibers  also  had  to  be  made  available  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  rope  for  the  Army,  Navy,  Maritime  Commission  and  War  Shipping  Administra- 
tion,   As  a  consequence,  the  War  Production  Board  in  the  early  part  of  1943, 
issued  a  general  preference  order  covering  Agave  Fibers,  which  prohibited  the  use 
of  sisal  in  the  manufacture  of  binder  twine,  but  permitted  the  use  of  other  types 
of  agave  fibers,  particularly  henequen.    Another  order  restricted  the  use  of 
manila  to  essential  military  needs.    Since  the  quantities  of  henequen  obtained  were 
inadequate  for  binder  twine  needs,  other  fibers  tha.t  the  Government  could  buy  and 
that  the  ma-nufacturercould  use,  were  required  to  supplement  supplies  of  henequen 
set  aside  for  binder  twine  purposes. 

In  1943,  under  a  program  conducted  by  the  War  Food  Administration  in  collaboration 
with  the  '.'ar  Production  Board,  American  manufacturers  blended  cotton  yarn  with 
henequen  to  produce  a  satisfactory  type  of  binder  twine.    For  1944,  hovrever,  cotton 
will  not  be  available  due  to  the  necessity  of  using  all  cotton  yarn  production  in 
the  manufa-cture  of  work  clothes  for  defense  plant  and  farm  workers,  as  iirell  as 
war  equi-pment  for  the  Army  and  Navy. 

Looking  ahead  to  1944,  the  War  Production  Board  officials  conducted  e^q^eriments 
in  the  si:iai:er  of  1943  to  determine  the  most  practicable  vray  of  extending  the  sup- 
ply of  henequen  for  binder  twine  use.    Blends  vrere  made  of  henequen  v/ith  various 
types  of  paper,  v;ith  jute,  and  vrith  other  raw  materials.    Most  effective  of  all 
comb  inactions ,  from  the  standpoint  of  manufacture,  wa.s  binder  twine  ma.de  of  a  hen- 
equen-jute  mixture. 

Before  recommending  the  use  of  this  type  of  material,  rigid  field  tests  were  made 
of  the  henequen-jute  twine.    Working  with  tvrine  processors  and  a  number  of  cooper- 
ating farmers,  the  War  Production  Board  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  tried 
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the  heneoi^en- jute  "binder  twine  on  fields  of  tall  Iowa  corn,  v;here  "bundles  were 
unusxi^.llj-  hee-vy.     The  twine  tied  successfully^  and  did  not  "break  v/hen  bundles 
were  handled.    Again  in  Louisiana  the  henequen- Jut e  "binder  twine  ^ras  tried  on 
rice  in  wet  muddy  fields,    ,It .satisfied  the  rice  growers.     The  new  twine  was 
developed  too  late  to  be  tested  on  Kid-''/estern  small  p^rains,  but  its  makers  be- 
lieve that  if  it  handles  heavy  com  and  rice  satisfactorily,  it  should  v.^or'K:  on 
wheat,  barley,  oats  and  other  crops  harvested  vrith  a  binder. 

In  line  with  these  determinations,  the  War  Production  Board  has  directed  .9«ch 
American  processor  to  use  jute  fiber  as  an  extender  for  henequen.    At  present, 
all  binder  tvjine  processors  are  making  such  twine,  using  approximately  l2-l/2 
percent  jute  fiber  and  87-l/2  percent  henequen. 

The  department  of  Agriculture  sug:'i:ests  that  the  "imotter  mechanism  .on  the  binder 
should  be  in  the  best  possible  condition  and  should  be  properly  adjusted.  Tests 
so  far  v/ere  all  made  \mder r.ormal  fr.rm  oohditioris mth  the  standard  binder  and  without 
adjustments,  indicating  that  v/ith  ordinary  care  all  binders  can  use  this  new 
war-tim.e  twine. 

Prices  of  binder  twine  are  controlled  by  Office  of  Price  Administration  ceilings. 


